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Mayor’s Traditional Tree Lighting Ceremony 
Transformed into Spectacular Urban Light Display

COLUMBUS, Ohio—Join Mayor Michael B. Coleman, City Council members, Columbus Downtown Development Corporation and Recreation and Parks Department Director Alan D. McKnight on Fri., Dec. 2 downtown in Bicentennial Park, 233 Civic Center Dr., for a celebration of the holiday season and a new tradition, Grand Illumination. Activities begin at 5 p.m. with a ceremony to follow at 6 p.m. Admission to the event is free.  Parking is available in the Front St. and Rich St. parking garage, area surface lots, and along the parking meters surrounding the park.
This year, the annual City Hall tree lighting ceremony will be transformed into a spectacular urban light display as Mayor Coleman throws the switch to illuminate Bicentennial Park, the Scioto Mile Promenade, City Hall and Columbus Commons. 
Bicentennial Park, the Scioto Mile Promenade and City Hall will feature more than 80,000 L.E.D. lights on over 60 trees showcasing a variety of lighting effects and seasonal displays. A stunning light show has also been designed for the Scioto Mile Fountain in Bicentennial Park, utilizing the fountain’s 220 L.E.D. lights that offer 16 million color variations. 
In continuation of the City Hall holiday tree tradition, a 20-foot balsam fir, located on the southeast corner of City Hall, has been decorated along with the grounds and building. The balsam fir was planted and dedicated during the 2010 tree lighting ceremony to commemorate the Recreation and Parks Department’s 100th anniversary. 
Columbus Commons will feature more than 100,000 multi-colored lights on 127 trees, four holiday displays, a holiday tree on the Grand Lawn and a 15-foot fountain of light at the High Street entrance. 
“The L.E.D. lighting utilized during the Grand Illumination will generate brighter light, while producing less heat and using less electricity,” said McKnight. “This technology dramatically reduces energy costs by up to 98 percent.” Bicentennial Park, the Scioto Mile Promenade, City Hall and Columbus Commons decorations will remain lit until Jan. 15.
During the ceremony, visitors can enjoy strolling performers, traditional carols performed by the Columbus Children’s Choir and The Alliance Men’s Chorus, and a special appearance by BalletMet Columbus’ Nutcracker and Clara. In addition and in the spirit of giving, attendees at the event can show their support for the Empty Bowls project by purchasing a piece of handcrafted pottery and receive a bowl of signature mac ‘n cheese compliments of Milestone 229 restaurant. All proceeds from the Empty Bowls project will benefit the Mid-Ohio Foodbank.

-more-

Also making a special appearance during the ceremony will be Santa Claus who will arrive in a pedicab courtesy of ECT Pedicab. Following the ceremony, children may present their wish list to Santa and receive a holiday treat. Through Dec. 24, children may also deliver their special letter to Santa’s Workshop located on the Broad St. Plaza of City Hall, courtesy of Recreation’s Outlet. 

The ceremony will culminate with a walking tour led by Mayor Coleman and Santa through the park and then along the promenade, which will feature beautifully decorated planters donated by Oakland Nurseries.  The walk will then proceed past the Lazarus Building window displays and conclude at the Columbus Commons. Complimentary refreshments and holiday treats will be available in both Bicentennial Park and at the Columbus Commons. For more information, visit www.SciotoMile.com. 
Calendar Listing: 

Grand Illumination Ceremony
Ceremony Date:  Fri., Dec. 2, 5 p.m. – Activities, 6 p.m. – Ceremony 
Lighting Dates:  Dec. 2, 2011 – Jan. 15, 2012
Location:  Bicentennial Park, 233 Civic Center Dr., Columbus, OH, 43215
Admission is Free.  

The Grand Illumination ceremony is presented by the Columbus Recreation and Parks Department and made possible through the generous support of Boehringer Ingelheim Roxane, Ohio CAT, Oakland Nurseries, Milestone 229, O’Neil Tents & Party Supplies, ECT Pedicab, Recreation’s Outlet, Girl Scout Troop 622, BalletMet Columbus, and ABC 6/ FOX 28.
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